City of
Missouri City

Together, we excel!

2 0 1 7

LEGISLATIVE
AGENDA

TABLE OF CONTENTS
RESOLUTION

03

LETTER FROM THE MAYOR

04

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

05

CITY COUNCIL,
EXECUTIVE TEAM,
STAFF SUPPORT

06

COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS

07

CITY COUNCIL'S
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

08

OVERVIEW OF ISSUES

09

OVERVIEW OF ISSUES
CONTINUED

10

2017 LEGISLATIVE
AGENDA

11

RESOLUTION
NO. R-17-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF MISSOURI CITY, TEXAS, ADOPTING THE 2017
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR THE CITY OF MISSOURI CITY,
TEXAS; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL; AND PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MISSOURI CITY, TEXAS:
Section 1. The City Council of Missouri City, Texas, hereby
adopts the City of Missouri City 2017 Legislative Agenda, as set forth in
Exhibit "A," attached hereto and made a part hereof for all purposes.
Section 2. Repeal. All resolutions or parts of resolutions, if any,
in conflict herewith, shall be and are expressly repealed to the extent of
such conflict.
Section 3. Severability. In the event any clause, phrase, provision,
sentence or part of this Resolution or the application of the same to
any person or circumstance shall for any reason be adjudged invalid
or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall
not affect impair, or invalidate this Resolution as a whole or any part
or provision hereof, other than the part declared to be invalid or
unconstitutional; and the City Council of the City of Missouri City,
Texas, declares that it would have passed each and every part of the
same notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus declared to be
invalid or unconstitutional, or whether there be one or more parts.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED on this 17th day January, 2017

LETTER FROM THE MAYOR

As one of the elected representatives of the City Council of the City of Missouri City, our residents have
entrusted us with being responsible for the policy functions under provisions of the City’s Home Rule
Charter. The City Council approved the City of Missouri City’s 85th State Legislative Agenda. Our
legislative program authorizes City staff and its legislative partners to advocate on behalf of the City in
support of our community’s interests throughout the session.
The City’s legislative agenda is fluid in nature. As such, this document may be adjusted based on local
issues or the climate in the Texas Legislature. The City Council’s goal is to work with other entities,
including, but not limited to, other cities and the Texas Municipal League, in a spirit of collaboration and
teamwork. When the positions of such entities are consistent with the City’s positions, Missouri City may
support those entities.
The City of Missouri City has identified the following primary issues that may have the most significant
impact on the quality of life of its residents, as well as, the City’s position to support or oppose certain
legislation:
• Preservation of local control;
• Maintenance of local funding mechanisms and control;
• Preservation of the authority for home-rule municipalities; and
• Rejection of unfunded state mandates.
Because of the significance of the bills that may directly impact cities this session, the City Council will
only be seeking the introduction and passage of the following initiative:
• H.B. 1806 (Reynolds) allows certain mid-size cities that are primarily located in counties with a
population of 1 million or less to expend hotel occupancy tax funds on sporting events.
Missouri City has a strong history of being self-reliant and providing cost-effective services for the
residents of our City. Those that serve in elected and staff capacities at the local level are closest to the
needs and desires of residents of the community.
The resources and authority to conduct the daily work for the betterment of our community comes
from our city charter and the codes of the great State of Texas. We look forward to a legislative session
where our ability to better the lives of those in our City is protected and we work together with our state
government to develop resources to further our ability to provide public safety, economic development,
and a better quality of life for all.
As we go through the 85th Legislative Session, we invite our citizens and partners to be informed about
our legislative priorities and to join us in working with our state legislators to build a stronger tomorrow
for our community.
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MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

JERRY WYATT

At-Large Position #1
Council Member

CHRIS PRESTON
At-Large Position #2
Council Member

YOLANDA FORD

DON SMITH

ANTHONY MAROULIS

FLOYD EMERY

District A
Council Member

District C
Council Member

ALLEN OWEN
Mayor

District B
Council Member

Mayor Pro Tem
District D Council Member
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CITY COUNCIL, EXECUTIVE TEAM, STAFF &
LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT

85TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
City of Missouri City
CITY COUNCIL
Allen Owen, Mayor
Jerry Wyatt, At-Large Position #1
Chris Preston, At-Large Position #2
Yolanda Ford, District A Council Member
Don Smith, District B Council Member
Anthony Maroulis, District C Council Member
Floyd Emery, Mayor Pro Tem and District D Council Member

EXECUTIVE TEAM
Anthony J. Snipes, City Manager
Bill Atkinson, Assistant City Manager
Scott Elmer, Assistant City Manager

STAFF & LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT
E. Joyce Iyamu, City Attorney
Joseph Esch, Director of Economic Development
Greenberg Traurig LLP
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COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS

In the past, Missouri City has worked with organizations such as the Texas
Municipal League, the Fort Bend Economic Development Council, the
Fort Bend Chamber of Commerce, Fort Bend and Harris Counties, the
Greater Houston Partnership, the Houston-Galveston Area Council, local
municipal utility districts, local school districts, Fort Bend County Water
Control & Improvement District No. 2, CenterPoint Energy, and City
Councils and task forces, to further its legislative agenda. By collaborating
with these entities and our citizens, the City can leverage its resources in a
more inclusive and impactful manner. For the 85th legislative session, the
City of Missouri City intends to utilize these relationships to successfully
promote its legislative agenda.
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CITY COUNCIL’S LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
General Principles:
1. Missouri City opposes legislation that would diminish municipal revenue and the City’s
ability to provide City services and enhance City infrastructure, such as, streets, roads,
bridges, and water and wastewater treatment systems.
2. Missouri City opposes legislation that would erode the authority of home‐rule
municipalities.
3. Missouri City supports legislation that enhances the City’s ability to solve problems and
improve the quality of life for its residents.
4. Missouri City supports legislation that promotes the interests of the City’s residents,
including, but not limited to, initiatives that:
a. sustain the City’s authority to set its budget;
b. sustain the City’s authority to levy taxes in accordance with the needs of its
residents;
c. preserve the City’s authority to enact appropriate zoning regulations;
d. allow the City to provide adequate fire, police, code enforcement, and park
services;
e. foster economic development; and
f. increase efficiency in the provision of open meetings and records.
5. Missouri City opposes legislation that increases the City’s costs.
6. Missouri City supports legislation that provides funding for basic services and
community amenities, such as, public safety, infrastructure, and parks.

"Missouri City is nationally recognized as a Safe, Scenic community that is
known for its dynamic diversity, thriving businesses and for being one of
America’s Best Places to Live." – Anthony J. Snipes, City Manager
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OVERVIEW OF ISSUES
The City of Missouri City has identified the following primary issues that may have the
most significant impact on the quality of life of its residents, as well as, the City’s position
to support or oppose certain legislation.

Primary Issues:
• Preservation of local control.
• Maintenance of local funding mechanisms and control.
• Preservation of the authority for home‐rule municipalities.
• Rejection of unfunded state mandates.

Support:
• Support legislation that would preserve local control.
• Support the ability of cities to hold a single election to eliminate one sales and use tax
and adopt another.
• Support legislation that would allow local governments to meet statutory notice
requirements by providing public notices on the websites of such local governments.
• Support legislation that promotes the interests of the City’s residents, including but not
limited to, initiatives that sustain the City’s authority to set its budget and levy taxes in
accordance with the needs of the City’s residents.
• Support additional funding options for city and regional transportation programs.
• Support state‐funded and local‐option funding choices for economic development and
transportation purposes.
• Support legislation that would protect the City’s previous and future investments in the
Texas Municipal Retirement System (TMRS).
• Support legislation that would expand the use of public, educational and government
(PEG) fees to include operational and related costs associated with PEG channels.
• Support legislation advocated by entities to which the City of Missouri City belongs
that is consistent with the positions set forth by the City. Such legislation may include,
but is not limited to:
a. Legislation relating to regulating pay day lending establishments;
b. Increasing the efficiency of intergovernmental relationships between local
governments and state agencies; and
c. Preserving and protecting municipalities’ annexation authority and extraterritorial
authority.
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OVERVIEW OF ISSUES - CONTINUED
Oppose:
• Oppose legislation that erodes the City’s ability to govern its affairs.
• Oppose legislation that imposes unfunded requirements on the City.
• Oppose legislation that changes the current property and sales tax systems, as well as,
other income producing structures and that would cause the City to lose revenue or the
ability to raise revenue.
• Oppose legislation that would further lower the appraisal cap.
• Oppose legislation that erodes the authority of home‐rule cities to annex.
• Oppose legislation that would restrict the zoning authority of cities.
• Oppose legislation that would limit Missouri City’s ability to raise revenue for
providing city services.
• Oppose legislation that would impose expanded collective bargaining rights.
• Oppose legislation that would expand the current “meet and confer” law.
• Oppose legislation that would restrict the use of economic development tools
available to local governments such as tax abatement, tax increment reinvestment
zones and Chapter 380 agreements.
• Oppose legislation that erodes municipal authority over municipal right‐of‐ways or
prevents the City from being compensated for the use of public property.
• Oppose legislation that erodes municipal sovereign immunity.
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2017 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
The specific areas of interest for the 2017 legislative agenda are as follows:
1. Property tax revenue caps: Legislation that would limit the City’s ability to provide
services to its residents and businesses, including, but not limited to, legislation that
reduces the rollback rate from eight percent to a lower rate.
2. Hotel occupancy tax revenue: Legislation that would allow municipalities primarily
located in counties with a population of one million or less to expend hotel occupancy tax
funds on sporting events.
3. Sales tax elections for economic development and other purposes: Legislation that
would allow municipalities to hold elections to increase the sales tax above the current
limit for the purpose of economic development or for other governmental purposes.
4. Special district annexation: Legislation that allows a municipality to annex land
within a special district without dissolving the district and without taking on the debt
obligations of the district.
5. Vesting of certain permits: Legislation that would clarify that Chapter 245 of the
Texas Local Government Code does not apply to a permit issued for the construction
of a structure intended for human habitation that is issued under regulations adopting
uniform building, fire, electrical, plumbing or mechanical codes adopted by national code
organizations.
6. Crime district: Legislation that would allow the City to impose a sales and use tax
rate that exceeds the current maximum allowable sales and use tax limitation to create a
crime district for enhanced security.
7. Redevelopment incentive program: Legislation that would provide an incentive
for investing in redevelopment projects. Such legislation would offer a state franchise tax
credit for investing in qualifying projects in qualifying redevelopment areas. Such program
could serve as a pilot project patterned after the federal new market tax credit program.
8. Utility liability waiver: Legislation that would limit the liability of a public utility, as
the owner, easement holder, occupant, or lessee of land, that agrees to allow public access
or use of its premises for mass transit.

2 0 1 7
L E G I S L A T I V E
A G E N D A

www.missouricitytx.gov

11

C I T Y
M I S S O U R I
O F
C I T Y

A D D R E S S

O F F I C E

H O U R S

1522 Texas Pkwy.
Missouri City, TX
77489
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Website: www.missouricitytx.gov

