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PARKS BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
SEPTEMBER 7, 2017
7:00 O’CLOCK P.M.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

APPROVAL OF AUGUST 2017 MEETING MINUTES

3.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

4.

PARKLAND DEDICATION

5.

NAMING POLICY UPDATE
Evelyn Kimeu, First Assistant City Attorney

6.

STAFF REPORTS
a.
Capital Improvement & Park Projects
Randy Troxell, Assistant Parks Director
b.
Park Operations
Barry Hamilton, Parks Superintendent
c.
Recreation
Shane Mize, Rec. Superintendent

7.

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE
Jason Mangum, Parks & Recreation Director

8.

OVERVIEW OF BOARD RESPONSES TO NEWS & MEDIA

9.

BOARD REPORTS

10.

ITEMS FOR OCTOBER MEETING AGENDA

11.

ADJOURN

In compliance with In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of
Missouri City will provide for reasonable accommodations for persons attending Parks
Board meetings. To better serve you, requests should be received 24 hours prior to
meetings. Please contact Maria Jackson, City Secretary, at 281.403.8686.
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September Meeting Agenda
August Meeting Minutes (to be approved)
Parkland Dedication Documents
Naming of City Property and Programs Ordinance 2017
Departmental Reports for City Manager’s Updates
Parks Operations Monthly Report
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PARKS BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 10, 2017
7:00 O’CLOCK P.M.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
ATTENDEES
Parks Board members in attendance were: Pamela Andrews, J.R. Atkins, Diane
Giltner, Don Johnson, Thomasine Johnson, Adrian Matteucci, Co-Chair Sharman
McGilbert, Brian Merchant, Loveless Mitchell, Victoria Porter, Buddy Snyder, and
Chairman Llarance Turner. Absent: Rafik Sandford.
Staff in attendance were: Director of Parks & Recreation Jason Mangum, Assistant
Director of Parks & Recreation Randy Troxell, Recreation Superintendent Shane Mize,
Parks Superintendent Barry Hamilton, and Sergeant Tracy Cox.
Others in attendance were: Andre Bush, Stephanie Bush, Patricia A. Williams, Joseph
Williams, Veena Puthigai, Sangeetha Puthigai, Miles Aucoin, Harold Stewart, Clarence
Holliday, Karena Poke, Micah Woods, Erica Sinner, and Gary Mensik.
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Llarance called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

2.

WELCOMING OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Chairman Llarance welcomed new board members Brian Merchant and Victoria
Porter. Board member Brian stated he has lived in Missouri City since 1984 and through
his father became interested in serving the community through the Parks Board.
Victoria stated she has been a resident of Missouri City for 11 years. Victoria and
her two young children go to MacNaughton Park and other local parks. Victoria stated
she wanted to become involved in the community for her children, and after her husband
served on the Board the previous two years.
3.

APPROVAL OF JUNE 2017 MEETING MINUTES
Board member Pamela motioned to approve June meeting minutes. Board
member J.R. seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. The motion passed.
4.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Andre Bush, of 807 Pine Meadow, approached and stated he is new to the area
and has been working on building a house in the City for a year. In that time he has not
seen proper maintenance and leveling of the ditches behind the house.
Chairman Llarance responded that this particular issue was under Public Works.
Director Mangum stated he would get Andre’s contact information to the right person at
Public Works.
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5.

BUFFALO RUN PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN PLAN PROPOSALS
Chairman Llarance requested the representatives of the two interested groups to
describe their organization and their vision for the Community Garden.
a.
W.I.D.E. School
Miles Aucoin stated The W.I.D.E. School was excited for the opportunity to
partner with the City and developing the Community Garden to be the best it can be.
Miles described the W.I.D.E. School as a small, family-owned organization in business
for nearly 17 years.
Miles stated the school believes the outdoors are an extension of the classroom,
and among the plans for the Community Garden would be community events to engage
like-minded individuals. Miles stated the W.I.D.E. School has the infrastructure to
support and maintain the Community Garden.
Questions that were addressed included intent to partner with other groups. Miles
stated that the school was looking to find other groups and provide an opportunity to
grow. Miles stated the school’s intent to build relationships within the community, and
encourage other schools to utilize public spaces within the community.
b.
Lettuce Live Project
Karena Poke stated she was one of the original participants in the Community
Garden, and instrumental in building the relationship between Men for Change and the
Parks Board. Karena worked with many community partners to get the garden at an
operating level, and had a vested interest in making sure the community was engaged.
Karena stated the Lettuce Live Project creates community gardens and focuses
on underserved areas to give people on SNAP, as well as people living in food deserts,
access to healthy produce. Karena introduced Micah Woods, an agricultural science
teacher overseeing the school garden at Elkins High School, who stated his passion for
introducing youth in underserved areas to agriculture. Karena stated the Lettuce Live
Project is committed to working with seniors, refugees, and veterans, as well as nonviolent offenders to get community service hours. The group would also offer afterschool garden education programs at the garden site, and offer a farmers market
experience to individuals on SNAP. Micah described the challenges of offering school
programs to youth including keeping them engaged in the heat of the outdoors, and
stated his intent was to create a high level of production by engaging the entire
community.
Board member Buddy asked why there is a need for another garden if there is an
existing garden at Elkins High School. Karena stated that the two gardens would be two
separate components. The Community Garden would be accessible to the entire
community and not just a school. There would be a much broader scope of classes to
provide, such as backyard gardening, irrigation and windowsill gardening. Karena stated
the Lettuce Live Project would continue to find grants and funding and they were not
seeking financial assistance from the City.
Board member Pamela stated how similar the goals of the W.I.D.E. School and
Lettuce Live Project seemed to be, and if there was a way for the groups to work
together. J.R. stated he reached out to both organizations prior to the meeting, and that
while there were challenges, there was an interest across both organizations to find a
partnership.
Board member Victoria asked about the farmers market component. Karena
stated the farmers market is one of the project’s priorities, and what is in the best interest
of the community. The goal of the farmers market would be to sell produce and the
produce of other invited vendors, and also to engage the community and increase
awareness about the park.
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Board member J.R. asked if the Lettuce Live Project intended on making money
from the farmers markets. Karena responded that while the group needed to make
money to sustain the garden, there would not be a charge to enter the farmers market.
The intention would be to provide programs available for underserved individuals at no
cost in addition to programs at a cost for individuals able to afford them. Micah stated
their focus is on earning enough money to continue to run the garden. Board member
J.R. asked Miles about the revenue goals for the W.I.D.E. School. Miles stated that the
Community Garden would be an investment by the W.I.D.E. School in the community,
and there would be no charge for any of the programs the school would offer in the
garden.
Chairman Llarance asked Director Mangum to speak about the groups’
proposals and reminded the Board that staff is ultimately in control of what happens in
the Community Garden and all other public city facilities, regardless of which
organization maintains the garden. Director Mangum expressed excitement for the
possibilities of working for two groups who are so passionate about their visions for the
Community Garden. Director Mangum clarified that the recommended proposals may
need to be revised to be in line with city ordinances and budget.
The Board discussed possible challenges with the groups and that there was not
enough worked out with the groups potentially working together for the Board to make a
recommendation. Board member Buddy stated he did not think the two groups were
compatible because the Lettuce Live Project seemed focused on income while the
W.I.D.E. School seemed focused on education. Micah stated that their focus was not for
income, but for enough revenue to sustain the garden. Board member Don suggested
that there be an established board between the W.I.D.E. School and Lettuce Live Project
to handle internal problems that did not involve the city if there was a partnership formed
between the two groups.
The Board further discussed the possibility of the groups working together to find
a cohesive proposal. Lettuce Live Project representative Karena stated the groups had
already met for discussion and had not yet found a way to structure a partnership.
Chairman Llarance stated that staff would consider the two groups’ proposals,
and this item would be added in a future agenda to have a final recommendation made.
Director Mangum stated staff would consider the feedback of the Board and work on a
solution.
6.

LIBERTY RIDGE PARKLAND DEDICATION
Chairman Llarance introduced the developer’s proposal as a dedication of half
the park fees and half private parkland for Liberty Ridge. The developer proposes
$1,400.00 per dwelling unit for half the number of dwelling units, totaling $112,700.00.
Erica Sinner of Century Communities, and Gary Mensik of LJA Engineering provided an
overview of the proposed plan for the Board. The plan includes two parks; the bigger
one on the north side, and the smaller park on the south side.
Erica stated the parks plan was created with families with younger and older
children in mind. The north side park will include benches and swings for children and
toddlers. The south side park will include a bench and a swing. The Board discussed the
specifics of the park plans. Erica stated there would be 161 dwellings in total, and that
there were no pavilions or restrooms, as to keep HOA costs down. Erica stated that
since these parks will be private, the HOA will be responsible for maintenance of them.
Board member Buddy made a motion to accept a positive recommendation for
the developer’s proposal for Liberty Ridge. Board member J.R. seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous. The motion passed.

Page 3 of 5
August 10, 2017 Parks Board Meeting Minutes

7.

VEHICULAR GATES AT BUFFALO RUN PARK UPDATE
Director Mangum reminded the Board that this item has already been approved,
and that Sergeant Tracy Cox was present to provide a visual update on the vehicular
gates.
Sergeant Cox showed the Board a visual draft of the gates, and reminded the
Board that the purpose of the gates is a preventative measure to reduce crime, and not
to keep out the public. Sergeant Cox stated there were five pages of the last three
months of premise checks that showed crimes are not occurring near the front of the
park, but deep inside the park.
Board member Loveless asked who would be opening and closing the gates.
Sergeant Cox responded that the police officers would be in charge of the gates.
Sergeant Cox stated his passion for taking proactive rather than reactive steps in the
prevention of crimes. Chairman Llarance and the Board thanked Sergeant Cox for the
update.
8.

STAFF REPORTS
a.
Capital Improvement & Park Projects
Randy Troxell, Assistant Director of Parks & Recreation
There was nothing new to report at this time.
b.
Park Operations
Barry Hamilton, Parks Superintendent
The monthly report was included in the agenda packet, and no further questions
were asked.
c.
Recreation
Shane Mize, Recreation Superintendent
Rec. Superintendent Mize provided an overview of upcoming recreation events,
including a new ‘How Does It Work’ session at the City’s Fire Station 1, monthly Senior
Trip to the casino and the first annual Oktoberfest. Rec. Superintendent Mize stated the
revenue from the start of the fiscal year to date is $84,065, and this time a year ago the
revenue was approximately $64,496, showing an increase of nearly $20,000. The
revenue for fiscal year 2017 was about $689,000 showing a $60,000 increase from fiscal
year 2016’s total revenue of $636,000.
9.

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE
Jason Mangum, Director of Parks & Recreation
Director Mangum welcomed the new board members and thanked the Board for
their service and passion for parks and open spaces. Director Mangum stated that the
new fiscal year had recently begun and a new department position for an events
manager has been approved to begin in January, which will allow the opportunity to split
the department’s current senior and special events specialist’s responsibilities and to
allow more effort and dedication to be put into senior programming and special events.
At a recent City Council meeting Director Mangum had the opportunity to
announce a $75,000 donation from Niagara Bottling, which will be used to revitalize the
playground at Community Park. As the most used park, this will be very beneficial as the
current playground is very small for the amount of people who utilize it. Plans include
incorporating both standard and innovative playground equipment and adding a zipline.
Director Mangum stated he was pleased to tell the Board that the Chapter 74
policies the Parks Board has dedicated its time to for over a year has been taken to City
Council and is on its way to approval.
Director Mangum stated that the business plan for 2017-2018 is underway. Some
major elements of the business plan is completing a skatepark, which is currently being
worked on, as well as the Community Center Plaza renovation, which Director Mangum
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believes fits with the City Hall campus, and has a hopeful completion date in October.
The playground at Quail Valley North Park is being replaced and redesigned as part of a
$50,000 Lowe’s grant and is scheduled to be completed within the next two weeks.
Director Mangum stated the department is going to begin a trend analysis for its
recreation programs, as well as one experimental project within the department per year.
Director Mangum concluded his update with news that one of the department’s
staff, Feliciano Oliva, is retiring after over 25 years of service. Director Mangum invited
the Board to attend a retirement party for Feliciano, to be held on Friday, August 18th.
10.

BOARD REPORTS
J.R. Atkins told the Board about a project Councilmember Anthony Maroulis led
in the community, and that he believed at least 8 volunteers from that project would like
to assist with the putting together of the Quail Valley North Park playground.
Board member Thomasine told the Board about the successful boat parade held
at Lake Olympia over July 4th weekend and that it would make a great future event.
Board member Pamela encouraged the Board to come to the AccessHealth Fair
which Missouri City Green will be helping with on August 12th. Children will be able to get
their required shots, free haircuts, dental, vision and hearing checks.
Board member Buddy encouraged board members to bring family and friends to
the upcoming Oktoberfest to support the event, and that anyone wanting to volunteer
must complete a City volunteer forms.
Chairman Llarance acknowledged former board member Donald Ivory’s
countless years of dedication and stated an intent to organize an appreciation for him at
a future meeting.
11.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR SEPTEMBER 7 MEETING
Board member Pamela asked for an update regarding the naming policy. Cochair Sharman asked about Parks Board shirts. Rec. Superintendent Mize pled
ignorance.
Board member Don asked about an article about the City sitting on park funds
and how as a Parks Board member to address that topic. Director Mangum stated he
could provide an overview about how to respond to similar topics at the next meeting.
12.
ADJOURN
With no further items on the agenda, Chairman Llarance adjourned the meeting at 9:41
p.m.
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PARKS & RECREATION

DEPARTMENTAL REPORT: JULY 26 - AUGUST 8, 2017

Recreation
Our monthly newsletter highlighting upcoming Parks & Recreation programs was recently sent to
4,088 subscribers.

Program & Event Outcomes
•

•
•
•
•

Our pickleball tournament Pickledon took place Friday evening, July 28th at the Rec & Tennis
Center. The fantastic turnout of 75 included 24 players who competed in teams of 2, as well as
fans in the audience! Players enjoyed delicious crepes made to order, and teams wearing all
white for the Wimbledon-style tournament were eligible to win prizes.
21 young dancers had a great time during Summer Dance Camp from July 24 - 28. The week
concluded with a dance recital to show off newly learned dance moves!
Our last day of Summer Day Camp finished August 4th. We had so much fun during our 5th
year, and we can’t wait to do it again next summer!
A full group of 18 attended a tour of Niagara Bottling Plant for our latest How Does it Work? on
July 28th.
25 attended this month’s Afternoon with an Expert on August 8th to learn about managing
senior diabetes.

Current / Upcoming Programs & Events
•
•
•

Penny has got her game face on for the
Pickledon tournament

Another round of Intro to Lacrosse happens Saturday, August 12th from 10 am - 12 pm at
Ridgeview Park. Stop by to learn about the fundamentals of lacrosse from qualified coaches!
Registration for Backyard Composting on August 19th hosted by Missouri City Green is FULL!
Check MCG’s website to learn more about upcoming green events at missouricitygreen.org
Trying to be more zen? Take our weekly Tai Chi and Yoga classes. Tai Chi classes are every
Tuesday and Thursday morning from 8:30 - 9:30 am. Yoga classes are every Wednesday from
6 - 7 pm and Saturday from 9 - 10 am.

Tennis
•

The next Ladies Doubles Tournament is set for August 31st from 9 am - 12 pm. Snacks, prizes
and players’ lunch will be provided. Register while there are still slots available!

Facility Rentals
•
•
•
•

The Multi-Purpose Room at the Rec Center hosted 5 events for a total of 160 people:
Including 3 business meetings and a baby shower.
The Community Center Auditorium hosted 2 events for a total of 300 people:
 Including a wedding and a jersey party.
Over 20 Park Pavilions were reserved for a variety of social gatherings.
Over 30 Athletic Fields were reserved for sport practice and league games.



The room is alive with sound of…
Summer Dance Camp!

Parks
Park / Facility Maintenance
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Parks crew completed routine maintenance, including inspections, litter collection, and finish
mowing at all park properties, including playgrounds, park amenities and trails.
Completed weekly softball field prep for Tuesday and Thursday night games.
Cleaned the drain filters at Hunters Glen Park sprayground.
Continued removal of old playground and preparation for new playground at Quail Valley North Park.
Installed old windscreens on construction fencing around Community Center renovation.
Replaced flats at City Hall and the Public Safety Headquarters.
Replaced damaged barrels and barrel holders at Roane and Community Parks.
Repaired fences at American Legion and Hunters Trail Parks.
All Parks Division staff attended a CPR and First Aid safety training session.
Repaired ruts in medians on Cartwright Road.

Forestry / Horticulture
A young fan cheering for her
grandma at Pickledon

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Finished Buffalo Run Park trailblazing and chipping.
Pruned and sprayed Right Tree Trail trees.
Removed dead trees at Ridgeview Park and Cartwright Road.
Irrigation repairs at the Rec & Tennis Center.
Watered trees.
Hedge trimming at gazebo of Community Park; tree pruning and chipping along the west wall and
jogging trail.
Herbicide spraying at Community Park, Roane Park and MacNaughton Park.
Flower bed renovations at Rec & Tennis Center.
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PARKS & RECREATION

DEPARTMENTAL REPORT: AUGUST 9 - 22, 2017

Recreation
On Friday, August 18th, Missouri City staff joined together to say farewell to Feliciano Oliva, who has
been serving the Parks & Recreation Department for over 25 years. We truly thank Feliciano for his
service to our local parks throughout these many years.

Program & Event Outcomes
•
•

This month’s Senior Bingo Night on August 17th had a turnout of 98 people, with prizes
sponsored by Windsor Quail Valley.
Another round of Intro to Lacrosse took place Saturday, August 12th from 10 am - 12 pm at
Ridgeview Park—20 participants attended the free clinic.

Current / Upcoming Programs & Events
•
•

The next How Does It Work? takes place August 29th at 10:30 am, at the Missouri City Fire
Station 1. Get a free, behind-the-scenes look at Missouri City’s Fire Station 1’s responsibilities,
personnel and assigned equipment.
We have an exciting new dance class schedule for children and adults happening in the
fall...stay tuned for updates!

Tennis
•

•
•

Ladies Doubles Tournament is set for August 31st from 9 am - 12 pm. Snacks, prizes and
players’ lunch will be provided.
The Adult Open Drills program takes place on Monday evenings and Saturday mornings,
and has a regular attendance of 4 or more players.
The Tennis program is offering FREE Intro to Tennis clinics for youth ages 6 - 16! More
details coming soon.

Feliciano Oliva has retired after over 25
years of service to the parks of MCTX

Facility Rentals
•

The Multi-Purpose Room at the Rec Center hosted 7 events for a total of 250 people:
Including organization meetings, a launch party, and a baby shower.
The Community Center Auditorium hosted 3 events for a total of 320 people:
 Including a wedding reception baby shower and a birthday party.
Nearly 30 Park Pavilions were reserved for a variety of social gatherings.
Nearly 30 Athletic Fields were reserved for sport practice and league games.


•
•
•

Parks Crew and Assistant Director of Parks
& Recreation Randy Troxell

Parks
Park / Facility Maintenance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Parks crew completed routine maintenance, including inspections,
litter collection, and finish mowing at all park properties, including playgrounds, park amenities and trails.
Completed weekly softball field prep for Tuesday and Thursday night
games.
Completed monthly playground inspections.
Cleaned the drain filters for and repaired the sprayground light;
mowed and striped the unlighted field at Hunters Glen Park.
Began and continued a tractor mowing cycle.
Parks crewmember Kashawn Jones completed his required FEMA/
NIMS training.
Repaired a broken restroom sign at MacNaughton Park.
Provided logistical support for the Access Health Back-to-School
Health Fair.
Lowered and raised the flags at City Hall in honor of Mark White.
Replaced damaged barrel holders at Ridgeview and Hunters Trail
Parks.
Repaired drinking fountains at Gammill and Ridgeview Parks.
Repaired a broken sign at Bicentennial Park.
Removed a wasp nest from Pavilion 1 restrooms and repaired the
playground border at Community Park.
Replaced a hydraulic cylinder on a tractor driven scraper box.
Cleaned up dumped debris at Sta-Mo Sports Complex.

•
•
•
•

Reset the construction fencing at the Community Center after
wind storms.
Inventoried, repaired, and ordered new parts for all canopies.
Repaired a broken fence and replaced a damaged barrel
holder at Buffalo Run Park.
Replaced a broken part on a tractor mowing deck.

Forestry / Horticulture
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Completed flower bed improvements at the Rec & Tennis
Center.
Tree pruning and debris removal at Lexington Boulevard.
Row tree pruning along Independence & Lexington Boulevards.
Storm clean-up.
Tree watering.
Participation in the TNLA Conference.
Forestry crew pruning training.
Assisted with Missouri City Green’s Composting Workshop.
Herbicide treatment and large tree removal at Buffalo Run
Park.
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Missouri City Parks and Recreation
Parks Operations Report
August 2017
Routine Maintenance
• Completed inspection of all park properties including playgrounds, park amenities and trails
• Litter collection completed at all park locations
• Weekly Softball Field preparation and mowing completed
• Herbicide applications continued along fence lines in right-of-ways, park areas and various city
facilities
• Inspected all playgrounds for ants and weeds
• Lighted field at Roane Park mowed and striped for lacrosse practice
• Cleaned the drain filters at Hunters Glen Park sprayground
• Completed monthly playground inspections
Operations / Projects / Logistics
• Finished mowed park properties as needed
• Completed a tractor mowing cycle
• Continued removal of old playground, prep for new playground at Quail Valley North Park
• Replaced damaged barrels and barrel holders at Roane, Community, Ridgeview, and Hunters
Trail, and Buffalo Run Parks
• Repaired fences at American Legion, Hunters Trail, and Buffalo Run Parks
• All staff attended a safety training session – CPR and First Aid
• Repaired ruts in medians on Cartwright Road
• Repaired drinking fountains at Gammill and Ridgeview Parks
• Repaired a broken sign at Bicentennial and MacNaughton Parks
• Removed a wasp nest from pavilion 1 restrooms at Community Park
• Repaired the playground border at Community and Ridgeview Parks
• Replaced a hydraulic cylinder on a tractor driven scraper box
• Cleaned up dumped debris at Sta-mo Sports Complex
• Reset the construction fencing at the Community Center after wind storms
• Kashawn Jones completed his required FEMA/NIMS training
• Mowed and striped the unlighted field at Hunters Glen Park
• Inventoried, repaired, and ordered new parts for all canopies
• Replaced a broken part on a tractor mowing deck
• Prepared for and worked during Hurricane Harvey
Forestry / Horticulture
• Community Park tree pruning & chipping along west wall and jogging trail
• Community Park hedge trimming at gazebo
• Herbicide spraying at Community, Roane, MacNaughton, and Buffalo Run Parks
• Flower bed renovations at Tennis Center
• Tree pruning & debris removal on Lexington and Independence Boulevards
• Storm clean-up
• Tree watering
• Forester Paul Wierzbicki at TNLA conference
• Jonathan Bradley pruning training
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Tennis Center pesticide treatments
Buffalo Run large tree removal
Pruned ROW trees along Independence & Lexington Boulevards
Assisted with Compost Workshop
Tree trimming & landscaping at City Hall
Prepared for and worked during Hurricane Harvey
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