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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
Notice is hereby given of a Special City Council Meeting to be held on Monday, December 19, 2016, at 6:05
p.m. at: City Hall, Council Conference Room, 2nd Floor, behind the Council Chamber, 1522 Texas Parkway,
Missouri City, Texas, 77489, for the purpose of considering the following agenda items. All agenda items are
subject to action. The City Council reserves the right to meet in a closed session on any agenda item should the
need arise and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION
(a)
Introduce the legislative consulting team and discuss the proposed legislative agenda.
(b)

Discuss maintenance and repairs at City Hall, the Community Center and related facilities.

(c)

Discuss the development of council priorities.

3.

CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION
The City Council may go into Executive Session regarding any item posted on the Agenda as authorized
by Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.
4.

RECONVENE into Special Session and Consider Action, if any, on items discussed in Executive Session.

5.

ADJOURN

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Missouri City will provide for
reasonable accommodations for persons attending City Council meetings. To better serve you, requests
should be received 24 hours prior to the meetings. Please contact Maria Jackson, City Secretary, at
281.403.8686.
CERTIFICATION
I certify that a copy of the December 19, 2016, agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was posted
on the City Hall bulletin board on December 16, 2016, at 4:00 p.m.
______________________________________
Yomara Frias, City Secretary Department
I certify that the attached notice and agenda of items to be considered by the City Council was removed by me
from the City Hall bulletin board on the ____ day of _________________, 2016.
Signed: ___________________________________________ Title: _______________________________
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CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA ITEM COVER MEMO
December 19, 2016
the show me city
To:
Agenda Item:
Submitted by:

Mayor and City Council
2(a) 2017 Legislative Agenda Orientation
Anthony Snipes, City Manager
Joseph Esch, Director of Economic Development
E. Joyce Iyamu, City Attorney
SYNOPSIS

The City’s legislative consulting team from Greenberg Traurig, LLP, will be introduced to the City Council
and will provide an overview of the company’s services, the legislative environment, and City Council’s role
in supporting the City’s legislative agenda. Provided for City Council’s consideration is the proposed 2017
Texas Legislative Agenda document to be considered for adoption at a later meeting.
STRATEGIC PLAN 2019 GOALS ADDRESSED





Create a Great Place to Live
Maintain A Financially Sound City Government
Grow Business Investments In Missouri City
Have Quality Development Through Buildout
BACKGROUND

The City Council authorized the execution of the legislative consulting services contract on November 7,
2016. Staff has worked with the consultant to craft a draft legislative document for City Council adoption.
Staff members and the consultant have been monitoring proposed legislation since the date on which bills
could be filed. Staff members and the consultants have also attended various legislative meetings relating to
municipal legislative issues.
Key dates for the 2017 regular session of the Texas Legislature (the “85th Session”) are as follows:






Early filing for legislation:
The 85th Session begins:
60-day bill filing deadline:
Adjournment:
Deadline for the governor to sign or veto bills:

November 14, 2016;
January 10, 2017;
March 10, 2017;
May 29, 2017; and
June 18, 2017.

BUDGET ANALYSIS
Purchasing Review:
N/A
Financial/Budget Review: N/A

SUPPORTING MATERIALS
1. Draft 2017 state legislative agenda document
STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION
Meet new legislative consulting team and consider legislative priorities.

CITY OF MISSOURI CITY, TEXAS
2017 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
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City Council’s Legislative Priorities
The City’s legislative agenda is fluid in nature. As such, this document may be adjusted based on
local issues or the climate in the Texas Legislature. The City Council’s goal is to work with other
entities, including, but not limited to, other cities and the Texas Municipal League, in a spirit of
collaboration and teamwork. When the positions of such entities are consistent with the City’s
positions, Missouri City may support those entities.

1. Missouri City opposes legislation that would diminish municipal revenue and the City’s ability
to provide City services and enhance City infrastructure, such as, streets, roads, and bridges
and water and wastewater treatment systems.
2. Missouri City opposes legislation that would erode the authority of home‐rule municipalities.
3. Missouri City supports legislation that enhances the City’s ability to solve problems and
improve the quality of life for its residents.
4. Missouri City supports legislation that promotes the interests of the City’s residents,
including, but not limited to, initiatives that:
a. sustain the City’s authority to set its budget;
b. sustain the City’s authority to levy taxes in accordance with the needs of its residents;
c. preserve the City’s authority to enact appropriate zoning regulations;
d. allow the City to provide adequate fire, police, code enforcement, and park services;
e. foster economic development; and
f. increase efficiency in the provision of open meetings and records.
5. Missouri City supports legislation that provides funding for basic services and community
amenities, such as, public safety, infrastructure, and parks.
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Overview of Issues
The City of Missouri City has identified the following primary issues that may have the most
significant impact on the quality of life of its residents, as well as, the city’s position to support or
oppose certain legislation.






Preservation of local control.
Maintenance of local funding mechanisms and control.
Preservation of the authority for home‐rule municipalities.
Rejection of unfunded state mandates.

 Support legislation that would preserve local control.
 Support the ability of cities to hold a single election to eliminate one sales and use tax
and adopt another.
 Support legislation that would allow local governments to meet statutory notice
requirements by providing public notices on the websites of such local governments.
 Support legislation that promotes the interests of the City’s residents, including but not
limited to, initiatives that sustain the City’s authority to set its budget and levy taxes in
accordance with the needs of the City’s residents.
 Support additional funding options for city and regional transportation programs.
 Support state‐funded and local‐option funding choices for economic development and
transportation purposes.
 Support legislation that would protect the City’s previous and future investments in the
Texas Municipal Retirement System (TMRS).
 Support legislation that would expand the use of public, educational and government
(PEG) fees to include operational and related costs associated with PEG channels.
 Support legislation advocated by entities to which the City of Missouri City belongs that
is consistent with the positions set forth by the City. Such legislation may include, but is
not limited to:
a. Legislation relating to regulating pay day lending establishments;
b. Increasing the efficiency of intergovernmental relationships between local
governments and state agencies; and
c. Preserving and protecting municipalities’ annexation authority and
extraterritorial authority.
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 Oppose legislation that erodes the City’s ability to govern its affairs.
 Oppose legislation that imposes unfunded requirements on the City.
 Oppose legislation that changes the current property and sales tax systems, as well as,
other income producing structures and that would cause the City to lose revenue or the
ability to raise revenue.
 Oppose legislation that would further lower the appraisal cap.
 Oppose legislation that erodes the authority of home‐rule cities to annex.
 Oppose legislation that would restrict the zoning authority of cities.
 Oppose legislation that would limit Missouri City’s ability to raise revenue for providing
city services.
 Oppose legislation that would impose expanded collective bargaining rights.
 Oppose legislation that would expand the current “meet and confer” law.
 Oppose legislation that would restrict the use of economic development tools available
to local governments such as tax abatement, tax increment reinvestment zones and
Chapter 380 agreements.
 Oppose legislation that erodes municipal authority over municipal right‐of‐ways or
prevents the City from being compensated for the use of public property.
 Oppose legislation that erodes municipal sovereign immunity.
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Proposed 2017 State Legislative Agenda
The specific areas of interest for the 2017 legislative agenda are as follows:
1. Property tax revenue caps: Legislation that would limit the City’s ability to provide services
to its residents and businesses, including, but not limited to, legislation that reduces the
rollback rate from eight percent to a lower rate.
2. Special district annexation: Legislation that allows a municipality to annex land within a
special district without dissolving the district and without taking on the debt obligations of
the district.
3. Vesting of certain permits: Legislation that would clarify that Chapter 245 of the Texas Local
Government Code does not apply to a permit issued for the construction of a structure
intended for human habitation that is issued under regulations adopting uniform building,
fire, electrical, plumbing or mechanical codes adopted by national code organizations.
4. Crime district: Legislation that would allow the City to impose a sales and use tax rate that
exceeds the current maximum allowable sales and use tax limitation to create a crime district
for enhanced security.
5. Redevelopment incentive program: Legislation that would provide an incentive for
investing in redevelopment projects. Such legislation would offer a state franchise tax credit
for investing in qualifying projects in qualifying redevelopment areas. Such program could
serve as a pilot project patterned after the federal new market tax credit program.
6. Utility liability waiver: Legislation that would limit the liability of a public utility, as the
owner, easement holder, occupant, or lessee of land, that agrees to allow public access or
use of its premises for mass transit.
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CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA ITEM
COVER MEMO
December 19, 2016

the show me city
To:
Agenda Item:

Mayor and City Council
2(c) Discuss the development of council priorities.

Submitted by:

Bill Atkinson, Assistant City Manager
SYNOPSIS

On September 23-24, 2016 the City of Missouri City's leadership team, which consists of the City Council,
City Manager, Assistant City Managers and heads of each of the City Departments, convened to address
strategic priorities, including the alignment with the recently completed Citizen's Survey. The purpose of the
retreat was to create collaboration amongst Council members so that City priorities can be accomplished
over the next 12 months. During the session, the Mayor and Council members shared their ideas and vision
for a highly functioning city government that is responsive to citizens and the changes of the region.
STRATEGIC PLAN 2019 GOALS ADDRESSED



Create a great place to live
Maintain a financially sound City
BACKGROUND

The Council and staff also revisited and recommitted to implementing the Strategic Direction 2013
Leadership Expectations Framework as set forth in RESOLUTION NO. R-12-28.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the engagement and interactions during the Council Retreat, Adisa Communications made the
following recommendations for the City Council members and City staff:
1. Update the Leadership Expectations Framework to include "Mutual Respect" in all sectors
2. Review the Leadership Framework resolution with Council and City Department Leaders, and ask
all parties to maintain a journal of what they do that is different, or new behaviors they recognize in
others based on the Framework
3. Devise a system to provide quarterly updates to Council for ongoing projects
4. Convene a Council meeting as requested for to discuss and develop Council priorities.
BUDGET ANALYSIS
No budget impact.
SUPPORTING MATERIALS
1. Updated Leadership Expectations Framework that included “Mutual Respect” in al interactions.
2. Strategic Direction 2013 Leadership Expectations Framework documentation.

STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION
Discussion on the development of council priorities.

Assistant City Manager/
City Manager Approval:

Anthony Snipes, City Manager

Missouri City
The “Show Me” City
City Council Retreat 2016-2017
Leadership Expectations Framework

